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Louis's wishes. He also said that he was keeping up an appearance of
friendship with William so as to avoid providing his domestic enemies
with a leader. He gave Barrillon an account of the first audience of
Overquerque, and said that he told him

that he would always be glad to see the Prince of Orange mindful
of his duty and remorseful for his past misdeeds, but that he could
not accept his submission or believe in the sincerity of his professions
unless that submission was complete and without exception;
that he (James) and the late king had established a friendship with
the King of France to which the Prince of Orange had always been
opposed; that it was not enough that he was willing to alter his
attitude to affairs in England, but his behaviour to the King of
France must also be very different from what it had been in the
past; and that this last condition must be fulfilled before he could
place the slightest confidence in what Overquerque had to say on
behalf of the Prince of Orange.

But James's relations with William were far more cordial than he
allowed Barrillon to suppose. To his courtiers he revealed the true state
of his feelings under a pledge of secrecy. The Earl of Moray, the
Secretary for Scotland, wrote to Queensberry on February 26:

All the news I shall tell you is that the Prince of Orange will be
right with the King, and will do some things to convince the world
that it is so, but this is only to yourself, for the King told us of it
this night only, and not to be made known.

A few days later Ormonde learnt from one correspondent:

It is said for certain that the King and the Prince of Orange
are heartily reconciled and that there is created a perfect under-
standing between them, and that the King has declared that he will
henceforth look upon him as his successor and concert with him
all those things which shall be for the common good of the nation.

And from another:

In Holland the Prince of Orange gets ground apace since the
reconciliation and that His Majesty has declared in his favour.

In the middle of March it was a matter of common knowledge in
Holland that William had received from James a letter full of cordiality
and affection:

In this letter (Avaux reported from The Hague) His Britannic